
TW Mitchell
TW Mitchell (1869-1944) was a medical psychologist and psychotherapist with an interest in cases of multiple personality (dissociative identity disorder).





Career


Thomas Walker Mitchell studied medicine at Edinburgh University, then worked in private practice as a psychoanalyst.  He was a member of the British Psychoanalytical Society, also of the Psycho-Medical Society whose journal, the British Journal of Medical Psychology, he edited. He was interested in hypnosis,1 which he was among the first to use in a therapeutic context.2


Psychical Research


Mitchell joined the Society for Psychical Research in 1906, later serving on its governing council and as president in 1921. He was particularly interested in the questions raised by cases of multiple personality (now dissociative identity disorder), researching a case that emerged in his own medical practice.3 He wrote about different types of cases,4 focusing in particular on Doris Fisher.5
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